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SPEECH 


PARLIAMENT, 


CONCERNING: 


The Bill Paſſed againft Plurality 


of L!1Uim98, That no Clergie man ſhall have a- 
bore ore Living , except hee be ſervant to 
the KING. 


Felruary 21.8, Dom, 1641 
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Speech in Parliament: 


CONCERNING 
The Bill paſſed againſt Plvrallity of Lovings, 
Flat no Clergic man ſhall have above one 
Living , Except hee be Servant , 
to the King. 


Februity the 21 Abs. Dom. 1 641. 
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EAI HIS Bill which hath been laid 
Fe - aſide till now, by reaſon of the 
S great affaires. of State which 

ell" hath required mere iſpeed in the 
: SAQ8 - ſerling thereof, delay and pro- 
traXion of time therein, might have proved 
very dangerous ard preiudiciall-to the whole 

S* A 2 State : 
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State : for wee have had too much experience 


of haz hath follonadghe practices pd plc 
"the fare; 


'of the adverſaries and'eticmies. of: 
by whickomanctwe Bae Bot Le RUuee! 
atiy time t6 take into conſideration the abi 
inthe worſhip.of God m our Religion,and the 
manifold grievances of the Subiect,by the op- 
preflions and iniuries of perſons as well ſpiri- 
cuall ag 'rempozall in.places of authoriry in 
Church and Stare; but now many impedi- 
ments, by the bleſſing of God, aud the wiſe- 
dome of the-King ang his high Courrof Par- 
liament, are removed and avoided; that did 
much hinder our proceedings thercin, by 
which we haye now againe ſome timeto reco- 
let what buſineſſe wee had in hand before 
theſe diſtraftions and diſtemapers of the Statc 
wereraiſed, and to procted in the ſame. 


Mr. SPEAKER, :.-* - -: 


+ This Bill againſt plurality of Benefices, | 
'will beea meanes ro purge the Clergy from | 
much vice and impuritie, caſe, plenty and | 
Gciery bred in many idleneſſe'and luxury ; 
men gave themſelves over: wholly to the | 
world, to minde earthly things, and: that 

which ought to be agrecablere their fun&ion, | 
they altogether neglected, nay contemned and | 
deſpiſed, aSathing not worthy of their fiudy 
and paines, the ſound and pure preaching " | 
Js Ss Io tne | 
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the wordof word of God, withour thixthre 
poture pf their. dwtie! or (other hens 


ofche times,co be time-ſervers; Every! 
 OP- ing if occahon ſervedifor their ad-' 
dirl- age. :If rhey could attaine to underſtand 
y in the faſhiens of the-Court, to bow and com- 
xdi- Plement; to bee Paraſites! and Flatterers, ob- 
viſe- ſerving the diſpoſitions and inclinations "of 
Par- oreat perſonages and gteat' men in places of 
did authority, inthe Church and State, but eſpe- 
by _ could learne to dance after the Biſhops 
£c0- Mulſicke, then had they learhitig”enongh,”and' 
fore were accounted able Divines, fit to be Maſters 
tate of two, three, or foure Benefices. But as farre 
| unfit to execute his office 'as a Teacher over 
| thoſe committed to his charge , 'as almeft 
| Plow-men to bee Biſhops : This increaſed 
ices, | vice, impaired vertue ; by theſe was it no hard 
rom matter ferthe ſaperiours to introduce into 
and | Cluech ſup-rſtitious Ceremonies ; theſe ea- 
s fetobedrawne to preich liberty and vices, 
the rather then teach piety and godlineſſe; ns 
that hard matter at leaſt to bring them to that 
ion, paſſe they may be at «ny time ready to chufe 
| and | what religion to beof,according as the times, 
tudy | alter. | g 
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means toreſtrain rheir licentious: and amtbi- 
tious: ſpirits, if prepreg 2 Ars ano-' 
ther Ball forrheexplanation of this; cnaRz 

thereby no Perfogof; what degree ar dignity 
ſoevcr, may preſent aty:lncumbent'to any 


Benufice, tlll; his: life and converſation, 'his 


learning atld ability bee well knowneto him- 
ſelfe : 'Lhat,no Popiſh /Lotds, or difaffeted 
Prelates may.have no longer the preſentation 
to,Benefices ; but. all-preſentations 'may bee 
committed. to- the diſpoſal of ſuch as the 
Parliament in their wiſedome ſhall thinke fit 
ro be intruſted-with the ſame-: That all-fach 
as have Benefices of grezt- vaine, mazy allow 
out.of rhe {eme to hisneighboring Minifters 
whoſe pl:ces will not yeeld rhem a competent 
Mau.renance for themſclves -and- Families, 
Thar {ich as are ingreat Begefices, andinot a- 
bleto diſcharge his duty in his place , may be 
intoyned to allow a ſufficient competency 1o 
his faking or under Curate, whetely the 
Cure may be {aithfully and diligently ſerved, 
Thatail menofrl e Miniſtery may be prefer- 
ted to plece> according totheir worth it their 
Learning and p.cty, that men of moſt vertue 
may hee planted inthe beft Benefices. That 
by this meanes, they may ſtrive (as before by 
vice ) ſonow by vertue, to raiſe their fortunes 
Fythe Miniſtery, 

And 


[his Bill-will-(Þ hepe)>prove- atigreat | 


UN 
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And thus much (Mr. Speaker) concerning 
this Bill, which I humbly leave to the further 
confideration of this Honorable Honfe, And 
humbly defire the ſame may be preſented to 
= or aw for his royall aſſent, and paſſing 
thereof. | | 
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